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“The people who walked in darkness have
seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of
deep darkness, on them has light shone!”
(Isaiah 9:2)  “For to us a child is born!  To us
a son is given!”  (Isaiah 9:6a)  “Glory to God
in the highest, and on earth peace among
those with whom He is pleased!”  (Luke 2:14)

The Christmas Season is upon us as we
celebrate the Savior of the world.  He came to
the world not with dreadful peels of thunder
nor was he born in the golden palaces of
worldly splendor.  Rather he came to us as a
humble infant, a child of
peasants, that he might transform
the world as we know it.

The Christmas Season is
about God bringing his light to a
world of darkness.  In Jesus, God brings
peace, hope, and redemption.  Therefore, sin,
death, illness, and despair all find their end in
the birth of Jesus.  He has begun his work of
restoration.

His light now shines not only for his own
people in some small part of the world but for
all people all everywhere.  This is what we
celebrate in the Epiphany of Jesus.  The word
“epiphany” comes from Greek and means
“appearing”, “manifestation,” or even
“shining”.  The Epiphany Season begins after
the twelve days of Christmas and is the

season in which we celebrate that God’s
Savior has been made known to the world.  It
is sometimes called “gentile Christmas”, which
is also why Eastern Orthodox Christians
celebrate Christmas on January 6th, the day of
Epiphany!

While the Israelites had received the Law of
God, sacrificed to him in the Temple, and had
the sacred words of God’s prophets, in the
coming of Jesus, everyone else who had dwelt
in darkness has now seen a great light!  This is
also why we celebrate the baptism of Jesus at

the beginning of the Epiphany
Season and the Transfiguration at
the very end.  In both instances,
the Father speaks:  “this is my
beloved Son with whom I am

well pleased!”  The Savior has been revealed.
While the Epiphany in the Gospel of

Matthew is linked directly to the coming of the
magi from the east, the Epiphany in Luke is
directly tied to Jesus’ bearing the Spirit and
carrying out his ministry in the Spirit.  Luke
then expands this in his second volume, the
Book of Acts, as we see Jesus pour his Spirit
out upon all his followers so that they too
could minister in the Spirit.  As baptized
children of God, we have received the light of
God in Jesus and have received the Spirit from
Jesus.

The Light and the Spirit



2                                                                                            CLC Comments, January 2026 2025

CLC Notes and News
(continued from page 1)

Guiding Through
God’s Love

The LWML will meet on
Wednesday, January 7th, in the
multi-purpose room at
11:00am.  Kathy Ludwig will

have the topic in the current quarterly.  Please
bring yours.  We will sign up for the birthday
cakes for the men’s group home.  Please
bring your mites, money for the new year’s
quarterly, and donations for free will.

Thank you to everyone who made our
Christmas party so wonderful.

Please note:  Change of address!

Karen Miller
2808 Water Plant Road

Maiden, NC  28650

This Epiphany Season, from the baptism
of Jesus to his transfiguration, we will be
paying special attention to how “Jesus Walks
in the Spirit”, which he does for us that we
too might be filled with his light and his Spirit
of peace.

Happy New Year and blessed Epiphany!

In Christ,
Pastor Alec

Our limited edition 125th Anniversary
ornaments are ready for you to take home
today.  You may purchase your ornaments
Sunday mornings between 10:00 &
10:30am in the narthex or stop by the
church office Monday thru Friday, 9am-
1:00pm and the cost is $11.00.  Correct
change would be appreciated.
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Dear Friends:
Thank you for partnering with us in

ministering to the needy in our community.
Generous gifts like yours make it possible
for us to help meet the increasing needs of
those who are hungry in our area.  We
depend upon faithful friends like you to
enable us to continue to address their
needs.

Sincerely,
Austin Pearce, Exec. Dir.

In memory of
John Sigmon:

Ken & Donna Bolick
Cordell Harris Ins. Agency, Inc.

Chris Mundy:
Jonathan Alexander
Kevin & Lisa Clark

Marvin & Geba Davenport
Godfrey Family
John Hamilton

Maria & Troy Larson
Ornella M. Mulenda

Vergie L. Mundy
Catherine Mundy & Obed Mulenda

Travis & Lynn Stephenson

Joanne Moser
The Bollinger Family

Pastor David & Kathy Ludwig
Mary Ross & Billie Ross

The Tuesday Night Women’s Bible Study
group will not meet again until Tuesday,
January 6, 2026. Their study word will be
“Salvation”.

Monday and Wednesday Bible Studies on
Break:  The Monday Bible Study is on break
and will start back again on January 19th. The
Wednesday Bible Study will begin again on
January 21th.

A Great Icon Has Just Died

The Pillsbury Doughboy
has just died in Minneapolis
of a yeast infection and trau-
matic complications from
repeated pokes in the belly.
He was 71.  Doughboy was
buried in a lightly greased
coffin.  Dozens of celebrities
turned out to pay their respects, including
Mrs. Butterworth, Hungry Jack, the Califor-
nia Raisins, Betty Crocker, the Hostess
Twinkies, and Captain Crunch.  The
graveside was piled high with flours.  Aunt
Jamima delivered the eulogy and lovingly
described Doughboy as a man who never
knew how much he was kneaded.

Born and bread in Minnesota, Doughboy
rose quickly in show business, but his later
life was filled with turnovers.  He was not
regarded as a very smart cookie, wasting
much of his dough on half-baked schemes.
Despite being a little flaky at times, he still
was a crusty old man and served as a posi-
tive role model for millions.

Doughboy is survived by his wife, Play
Dough, three children: John Dough, Jane
Dough, and Dosey Dough, plus they had one
in the oven.  He is also survived by his eld-
erly father, Pop Tart.  The funeral was held at
3:40 for about 20 minutes.

If you smiled while reading this, please rise
to the occasion and pass it on to someone
having a crummy day and kneading a lift.



THE CHURCH FAMILY
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JOYS, PRAYERS,
& CONCERNS

Mission outreach for:
•  our ministry of Guiding through God’s Love
•  local outreach ministers:  CCM, Soup
Kitchen, University Christian High School,
Pregnancy Care Center
•  Mid-Atlantic Lutherans in Mission (malim.org)
•  Lutheran Heritage Foundation

Surgery:  Lois Hunt (12/31)

Rehab:  Juanita Isenhower (Trinity Village,
Skilled Care); Kenny Vesper (uncle of Kathryn
Pingel)

Hospice:  Sybil Bruce (mother of Gwen
Terry, Greensboro)

Recovering:  Kayla Baker (12/21); Betty Bolick
(12/21); Lisa Brewer (11/30); Jimmy Gantt;
David Ludwig (12/28 Greensboro); Teresa
Mays; Rick Setzer, Doris Smitth, Patty Starkey
(12/28); DiAnn Wichman (12/28); Tristen
Starnes (12/21 friend of Zach Rose); Madison
Childers (12/16 Charlotte, granddaughter of
Pastor Richard & Jean Schwandt)

Undergoing treatments:  Fred Abromaitis
(12/7); Tim Brewer (12/7);  Doris Smith; Mary
Jacob (12/7 sister-in-law of Kathy & David
Ludwig); Courtney Brown (12/28 friend of
Hamby’s); Mel Jacob (12/7 brother of Kathy
Ludwig); Susan Ogle (12/7 friend of Tony &
Anna Lail); Lance Queen (12/21 friend of
Maria McKinney

Financial Stewardship

               Actual:  Nov. 2025           Actual: Jan.-Nov. 2025

Income            $ 25,464.42                          $ 264,989.50

Expense           $ 25,984.67                         $ 272,886.22

Net Income        $ -520.25                            $ -7,896.72

Under doctors’ care:  Kathie Albright; Judy
Baker; Roger Downs; Ken McLeod; Rita
Roseman; Paul Cates (husband of Angela);
Ann Wentz (12/14 aunt of Nicole Rose);
Kathleen Felmet (12/3 friend of Jimmy Gantt)

For shut-ins:  David Lumb at home; Robert
Sigmon (Autumn Care, Statesville); Carolyn
Smith (Autumn Care); Randy Smith

General Prayers:  Ashley & Dustin (12/7
relatives of Maria McKinney)

For those who are still suffering due to
Hurricane Helene

If not otherwise updated, prayer requests
will remain on the Prayer List for four (4)
weeks.  Some dates are listed next to names
to indicate when a person has been added to
the Prayer List.  Please update the church
office with any changes within four (4) weeks
to help us keep the Prayer List current.



10:00a  Zumba (FLC)

10:00a  Zumba (FLC)

     Newsletter
      Deadline

10:00a  Zumba (FLC)
  1:00p  Resume Bible

Study w/Pastor Alec

10:00a  Zumba (FLC)
  1:00p  Bible Study

w/Pastor Alec

11:30a  Feed the
Needy

10:30a  PEEPS
 6:00p  Women’s Bible
Study “Salvation”
                       (Zoom)

10:30a  PEEPS
 6:00p  Women’s Bible
               Study (Zoom)

10:30a  PEEPS
 6:00p  Women’s Bible
            Study (Zoom)

10:30a  PEEPS
 6:00p  Women’s Bible
            Study (Zoom)

NO Zumba

10:00a  Zumba  (PH)

10:00a  Zumba  (PH)

10:00a  Zumba  (PH)

10:00a  Zumba  (PH)

Bulletin Deadline
10:00a  Zumba  (PH)
11:00a  LWML

Bulletin Deadline
10:00a  Zumba  (FLC)

Bulletin Deadline
10:00a  Zumba  (FLC)
11:00a  Soup Kitchen
  1:00p  Resume Bible

Study w/Pastor Alec
(multi-purpose)

Bulletin Deadline
10:00a  Zumba  (FLC)
  1:00p  Bible Study

w/Pastor Alec
(multi-purpose)

Church Office Closed!

 7:00p  CMT  (FLC)

7:00p  CMT  (FLC)

7:00p  CMT  (FLC)

7:00p  CMT  (FLC)

Epiphany

 9:00a  1st Service 
           Small Group/SS
10:00a  Fellowship
10:30a  2nd Service
11:45a  Breaking Bread
Together–Sunday Lunch

Baptism of Our Lord

 9:00a  1st Service
           Small Group/SS
10:00a  Fellowship
10:10a  Adult Choir Reh.
10:30a  2nd Service 
           Small Group

2nd Epiphany

 9:00a  Meal Service 
           Small Group

 NO SS
10:00a  Fellowship
10:30a  2nd Service

3rd Epiphany

 9:00a  1st Service
           Small Group/SS
10:00a  Fellowship
10:10a  Adult Choir Reh.
10:30a  2nd Service 
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Preaching

Lector

Distributor

Acolyte

Elder

Counters

Audio/Video

Media

Host

Altar Guild

January 2026 Birthdays and Anniversaries
Congratulations and may God continue to bless you!!!

  3 Karen Miller
  4 Tanya Sigmon
  5 Hannah Fulbright
10 Robin Turner
12 Jason Lail
13 Heather Jenkins
14 Emma Roseman-

McGuire
15 Allison Higgins

Jan. 4

Pastor

Britt Griffith

~~*~~

Adeline Fisher

Bill Lail

n/a

Rick Lail

Pat Hamby

Sadie Odom

Jan. 11

Pastor Fisher

Robie Hillhouse

Linda Bolick

Jack Fisher

Jim Crooks

 n/a

Eli Rose

Anna Newton

Laura Fite

Jan. 18

Pastor Ludwig

Pastor Fisher
Scott Smith

~~*~~

Adeline Fisher

Sadie Odom

n/a

Karla Bolch

Betty Link

Sadie Odom

Jan. 25

Pastor Fisher

Alison Matthews

Angie Ewing

Jack Fisher

Nancy Rinehart

n/a

Lisa Smith

Mary Puett

Laura Fite
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16 Janice Buchanan
21 Janet Matthews

Mary Roseman
22 Henry Shao
29 Bill Robinson

Alexandra Shao
Skyla Walker

31 Rachael Abernathy
Deborah Hefner

Anniversaries
30 Stephen & Amanda Lemaire
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Comments
is published monthly by Christ
Lutheran Church, a non-profit church
located at 324  2nd Ave., SE, Hickory,
NC  28602; Phone: 828-328-1483;
Fax: 828-328-9841; Email:
clcs@clchickory.com; web:
www.christlutheranchurchhickory.com

Our Mission Motto is
Guiding Through God’s Love

CHURCH STAFF

Adm. Pastor...........Rev. Alec Fisher
Assoc. Pastor.......Dr. David Ludwig
Assistant Pastor..Rev. Richard Tucker
Organist..................Danny Foster
Secretary...................Jill P. Lafone
Adm. Assistant.......Nancy Rinehart
Newsletter Staff.........Nancy Rinehart

 and Jill Lafone
Contributors:  CLC Family & Friends

Isaiah 1:18


